
Sound Policy 
 

4.31. The sound for Special Events will be limited to the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 

p.m. allowing for a fifteen minute grace period to end at 11:15 p.m. 
 

Exemption: 

a) New Year's Eve Event will be limited to the hours of 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
midnight 

b) New Year's Eve Event in Victoria Parl< is exempt from subsections 
11.1(a), and 11.2 of the Special Events Policies with respect to posting 
security for noise violations and with respect to exceeding decibel levels 

 

c) Announcements for the gathering of participants, on your mark, get set go 
and the singing of the national anthem at sporting events (note sound 
level not to exceed 90 db between 8:00 am -9:00 am). All other sound 
(i.e.: music could not begin until 9:00 am) 

d) Sound on March 14, 15, 16, 17, 2019 from the outdoor stage at Budweiser 
Gardens Parking Lot during 2019 JUNO Week will be limited to the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. of the following day 

 

4.32. 

a) All Operators of Special Events having sound will be required to post $500 
security (cash or letter of credit). If there are no noise violations during the 
Special Event, the security will be returned. However, if there are noise 
violations during the Special Event (as determined solely by the City), the 
security will be forfeited. 

 

b) If sound arising from a Special Event does not comply with the Special 
Events Policy, the provisions of the City of London's Sound By-law apply, 
and any person failing to comply with the Sound By-law shall be subject to 
By-law prosecution. 

 

4.33. All concerts shall not exceed a sound pressure 90 decibels beyond 30m (100 
feet) from the front edge of the stage, with the allowance for a maximum of 5 
crescendos, per performance. The decibel level within the 30m zone, shall be at 
the discretion of the Special Event Operator, however sound equipment and 
speaker placement should be designed such that the 90 decibel is not exceeded 
at the 30m limit, with the allowance for a maximum of 5 crescendos, per 
performance. 

 

4.34. The Corporation of the City of London staff may monitor and document the 
decibel levels with a decibel sound meter at least once every Y:z hour during the 
concert. Non-compliance could result in cancellation of future events held by that 
Special Event Operator and forfeiture of the security (cash or letter of credit). 

4.35. Labatt Park: Will not be used for amplified concerts. 

4.36. Harris Park: 
 

a) Will be limited to 5 major Special Events (4 consecutive days in length) 

totalling no more than 12 days combined of amplified concerts per year. 

b)I   To limit sound carrying along the river, staging of all amplified doncerts will 

be directed to set-up at the north end of the park with staging facing to the 
south. 

 

c) No sound from the Special Event shall project straight out over the crowd 
and park property. Special Events staff reserves the right to order 
adjustments to speakers. 

 

4.37. Victoria Park: 
 

a) Will be limited to nine Special Events with produced amplified concerts 
between June 1st and Labour Day in September. 



4.38. Springbank Park: 
 

a) Will be limited to five non-amplified concerts per year (not more than two 
hours in length) and they will not occur on consecutive weekends. 

 

b) Non-amplified sound for a Special Event shall not start before 9:00 a.m. 

c) No amplified concerts will be allowed in Springbank Park (with the 
exception of Storybook Gardens). 

See section 10.2 for sound provisions for Springbank Gardens. 
 

4.39. At the Managing Director's discretion, the Special Event Operator may be 
required to do a mail-out to surrounding neighbours. The mail-out would include 
the following information: 

a) a contact name and telephone number that the public can reach during 
each event so that the Operators can immediately address any 
neighbourhood concerns; 

 

b) a synopsis of the history, purpose and not-for-profit/charitable and 
economic benefits of the event. 

 

4.40. The Manager of Special Events, or written delegate, is authorized to extend the 
hours of amplified sound for Special Events beyond 11:00 p.m., to a maximum 
extension of 45 minutes, if one or more of the following has caused a delay to the 
start of the performances: 

 

a) a rain delay occurs on the day of the Special Event; 
 

b) a power failure delay occurs on the day of the Special Event; 

c) other uncontrollable circumstances (evaluated on a case by case basis) 
occur on the day of the Special Event 

 

Any extension granted shall not go beyond 45 minutes, on any single night, or 
cumulative throughout a single festival. 


